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A condition approaching famine had arisen in the Kheda district
owing to a widespread failure of crops. The patidars were considering
the question of getting the revenue assessment for the year suspended.
Amritlal Thakkar, G. K. Deodhar and N. M. Joshi of the Servants
of India Society had already inquired into and reported the matter
to the commissioner before Gandhi gave any definite advice to the
cultivators. Mohanlal Pandya and Shankarlal Parikh had thrown
themselves into the fight. Vithalbhai Patel set up an agitation in the
Bombay Legislative Council and more than one deputation had
waited upon the Governor in that connection.
The cultivators' demand was so moderate as to make out a strong
case for its acceptance. Under the land revenue rules, if the crops
were four annas or under, the cultivators could claim full suspension
of the revenue assessment for the year. According to the official
figures, the crop was said to be over four annas. The contention of the
cultivators, on the other hand, was that it was less than four annas.
Gandhi personally visited over fifty villages and met as many men
there as he could, inspected the fields belonging to them and after a
searching cross-examination of the villagers, came to the conclusion
that their crops were under four annas. He suggested that an
impartial inquiry committee should be appointed. The Government
turned down the suggestion, and insisted upon applying coercive
measures for the collection of revenue. The final suggestion that
Gandhi made was that although,, in the majority of cases, people
were entitled to full suspension, half suspension should be granted
throughout the district, except for the villages which showed, by
common consent, crops over six annas.
As the Government refused to grant the reasonable demand, Gandhi
advised the patidars to resort to satyagraha on March 22,
Besides the volunteers of Kheda, Gandhi's principal workers in
this struggle were Vallabhbhai Patel, Shankarlal Banker, Anasuya-
behn, Indulal Yajnik and Mahadev Desai. Gandhi fixed up his
headquarters at the Nadiad Ananthashram.
The satyagrahis solemnly declared: "Knowing the crops of our
villages are less than four annas, we requested the Government to
suspend the collection of revenue assessment till the ensuing year3
but the Government has not acceded to our prayer. Therefore, we,
the undersigned, hereby solemnly declare, that we shall not, of our
own accord, pay to the Government the full or the remaining revenue